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Agenda

- Tell us if you are a student or parent in the 
chat

•What Should I know?

•What is FAFSA?

•What Can I do Now?

• Student & Parent Resources!



What should
I know
Juniors & Families

A S K  B E NJ I  C H ATB OT



College & Postsecondary Plans
• College: Means Community College, Vocational 

school, Trade & Apprenticeships programs, and 
Universities

• Postsecondary: Term to refer to student plans 
after high school.

You might hear, “What are your 
postsecondary plans?”

• Arizona needs more students to look at 
continuing education after high school

• Certificates, trade/vocational programs in 
addition to the 2-year and 4-year degree 
programs.



Postsecondary Options

Military: The military pathway can work 
by enlisting right out of high school or 
completing a bachelor’s degree. Pursuing 
college or an ROTC college program is 
valuable because it allows you to join the 
military as a commissioned officer (higher 
rank and pay). Compare benefits and 
engage with them like you would a 
college. 

Community College: Two-year associate degrees, trade 
programs, and certificates are offered. The Maricopa 
Community College system is introducing four-year 
bachelor’s degree programs. 

Universities: For private and state universities, the costs 
will differ. Also, Universities typically where you will find 4-
year programs. 

Trade/Vocational School: Specialized training that 
gives the student a pathway to a career or field of work. 
Programs vary in length depending on the field and 
earning potential.

Examples of professions include electricians, dental 
hygienists, veterinary technicians, and plumbers. Check 
out your local Community College for vocational programs!



General Timeline
Reminder: Not all students are the same

• Junior Grades

• Schools will look at these grades since 
the senior year grades will be in 
progress…

• Summer & Fall 2024 is a good time to visit 
schools or reach out to Admission 
counselors

• Fall 2024 priority deadlines will be 
announced for college applications

• Complete FAFSA Form

• Apply to scholarships early! You can start 
now.

Post Grad Timeline | City of Tempe, AZ

https://www.tempe.gov/government/education-career-and-family-services/college-career-prep-guidance/college-connect-tempe/post-grad-timeline


What is 
Financial 
Aid?



• Here are some 
examples of 
different ways 
students and 
families can pay 
for school.

• Not all students 
will have family 
funds, and that is 
why grants and 
scholarships can 
help!

ScholarshipsGrants

Work-Study

Loans 
(Federal)

529 plan

Parent: 

Paying out
Of pocket 

Loans 

(Private, 
bank)

Job 

Three Different Funding Categories 



Financial Aid Types
• Scholarships: A scholarship is gift aid and can be awarded based on criteria like 

academic performance, talents, community involvement and more!

• Grants: A grant or voucher is a form of financial aid that doesn’t have to be 
repaid unless you withdraw from your school or program.

• Work-Study: The Federal Work-study program allows you to earn money to pay 
for school by working part-time at your college.

• How: Students can look for jobs via the school job board or talk with 
the College Advisor or admission Counselor about navigating the process.

• Loans: A loan is money you borrow for college/career school that you’ll pay back 
w/ interest. There are federal and private types. Federal loans tend to have lower 
interest rates & better payment terms than private ones.

The FAFSA is a form that Senior students are encouraged to complete 

to help with their postsecondary/college plans.



Federal Aid Eligibility & Materials
Complete the FAFSA Form 

• Must be a U.S. Citizen or eligible non-citizen

• Valid Social Security Number

• Your A-Number (if you're not a U.S. citizen)

• Federal income tax returns, W-2s & other records of money earned

• Two years back, for example, current seniors only needed documents from 2022 for this 
year’s application FAFSA 2024-25

• Students need an FSA ID

• And their parent will need an FSA ID

https://studentaid.gov/help/info-needed

(Note: You must provide consent and approval to disclose your federal tax information to be eligible for federal student aid.)

https://studentaid.gov/help/info-needed


City, State, and Federal Financial Aid
Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program

• The Arizona Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program is a 
federally-funded, state-administered program that provides 
financial, academic, and student support for young people who are 
or have been in foster care and are enrolled in qualified colleges, 
universities, or vocational education programs.

Arizona Promise Grant

• The Arizona Promise Grant is need-based aid and requires the 
FAFSA form. It helps funding with our Tri-U state universities (ASU, 
UArizona, NAU) only. The state grant does have a deadline every 
year. 

https://collegereadyaz.com/promise/


Community College Promise Programs
• There are college-specific promise programs 

for students seeking a community college 
program.

• They are not in every city or CC but are 
growing in number.

• Reminder: Students can find certificate and 
trade programs at your local CC.
• Offerings of programs vary

• Here is what senior students can access right 

now.



Myth Busters of the FAFSA
• FAFSA is just for loans.

• No. The FAFSA can help secure need-based and merit-based aid at your college. Students can also opt not to take 

loans and pursue scholarships and grant aid. 

• My parents don’t have to help me with the FAFSA form since I will pay for it myself. 

• No. Parents need to assist students in completing the FAFSA for other financial aid options besides loans. Students 

will need parent(s) help with the FAFSA.

• If my parents help me with my FAFSA form, they will be responsible for my student loans. 

• No. That is why you have your own FSA ID for your financial aid account. Parent(s) are not responsible for any 

student loan unless they do a parent plus loan or if they have their educational loans. 

• I can’t use my FAFSA form for a trade or vocational program. 

• No, you can if the school is federal aid eligible. Look at your community college, and don’t snooze on them. 

• I've done it for another child, and they got nothing. Why try again?

• You never know what financial aid a college may offer a student until they apply. Colleges use the FAFSA to 

calculate other aid (scholarships, work-study, etc.).



What Can I
Do Now?



Find your career interests
Have you thought about what you want to do after high 
school?

Will what you want to do require an associate's, bachelor's, 
professional certification, or other advanced degrees?

Take part in your school's career planning platform: AzCIS
Or use Arizona's publicly available platform, MyFutureAZ

Try it below:



Make a plan to pay for college
Start the conversation about how you are going to pay for college.

• Parent/student work income

• Savings, 529 account, etc.

• Grants/scholarships/loans

You can visit the US Dept of Ed's Net Price Calculator to explore the 
cost for your school. 

• Compare in-state school vs. out-of-state costs

• Living on campus or off campus (home)

Ways to save on tuition and time your senior year: 

• Take college prep courses 

• Examples: Dual enrollment, AP, and/or IB

• Starting at a Community College and transferring to a University



Start the scholarship search

Scholarship Matrix 
here:

• No, don’t wait until after you graduate to apply for scholarships
• There are need-based, merit-based, and background-specific 

scholarship
• Example: Tall people scholarship, Electricians, heritage-based, 

first responders, or military scholarships. 
• You can find scholarships at your intended “college” or find private 

scholarship
• Scholarship applications will have varying deadlines; track them
• You can apply to as many scholarships as you can find and work 

with your goals

Scholarships should always be free to apply.
 



EFA Scholarships



Student & 
Parent 
Resources!



Earn to Learn is a matched-savings scholarship 

program for students seeking postsecondary 

education (college, trade school, or credential 

programs). 

Students apply to be reviewed and admitted to the 

program. If accepted, it is a Senior year commitment, 

and it depends on the school’s admissions. 

Student Opportunities 

https://555e3f2d86.nxcli.io/?page_id=4608


Gear Up Launch Guide

Whether you’re headed to a 4-year university, community 
college, technical school, the workforce, or the military, the 
Senior Launch Guide helps with every step. 

Use the links below to download a PDF in English or 
Spanish from Arizona GEAR UP. 

• Senior Launch Guide (Printable PDF)

• Senior Launch Guide (Fillable PDF)

• Spanish Senior Launch Guide (Printable PDF)

• Spanish Senior Launch Guide (Fillable PDF)

https://in.nau.edu/gear-up/sr-guide-download-survey-printable-english/
https://in.nau.edu/gear-up/sr-guide-download-survey-fillable-english/
https://in.nau.edu/gear-up/sr-guide-download-survey-printable-spanish/
https://in.nau.edu/gear-up/sr-guide-download-survey-fillable-spanish/


Senior Terms
• The FAFSA—Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): 

This is a free form for evaluating a student’s college or trade school 
financial aid for state, federal, and college funding.

• Financial Aid: Encompass grants, loans, scholarships, and work-study

• Admission Counselors: As you begin your college research, talk to 
college admission counselors to help navigate the admission process for 
your program. They can assist in the process for their school.

• Priority Deadlines: Colleges and certain grant funding will have key 
deadlines in your senior year that you must meet to access merit or 
need-based aid. Ask about key dates. 

• College Applications: Applications for college, university, trade, and 
vocational programs are for the specific school. The FAFSA form and 
application must be completed for the school to factor in scholarships 
and grants.



AZ Student Services

Free resources for postsecondary completion for our AZ students

https://www.valleyleadership.org/en-fafsa/


More than a Chatbot

ASK BENJI CHATBOT

AskBenji.org
• Spanish translation and promotional items
• Long form information for students

@benjifafsa on Instagram
• Posts synced with Benji’s text messages
• Regular stories and updates
• Quick and on-the-go information



QUESTIONS?

Contact: Graciela Nobles

gnobles@educationforwardarizona.org

https://twitter.com/BenjiFafsa
https://www.instagram.com/benjifafsa/
https://www.facebook.com/BenjiFAFSA/
https://www.askbenji.org/
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